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The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 15th June states that ö oe 
8 the Government at home has been n 1 
e changed and a new viceroy | has arrived 22 


in India. It is not yet known what polic e new Sen 
ment intends to pursue in regard to Afghanistan. T oe 
tion of the late Government was to establish a 3 Go- . 
vernment at Kabul before withdrawing the British troops aS 
from Afghanistan, in order that the country niga become > ae 


FFC 


. 
> * 


a prey to anarchy and bloodshed. Undoubtedly th his wou! c 
be an excellent policy, but it does not appear to 6 pract 
cable. There is at present no sirdar in 2 5 I 
would be acceptable to the whole | 00 

enough to restore peas and order i 


in our opinion he is not so. 
ciently large number of troops. 
the partisans of Musa Khan and 
opposed to his appointment as Amir. 
allhe may say to the contrary, we. 0 
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a friend of the Russians. We are not surprised to hear that 
he already has a Russian Agent with him. It is inconceiy- 
able that he should have departed from Russian territory 
without the consent of the Russian Government. The aid 
which the Amir of Bokhara has rendered to him cannot 
but be considered to have been rendered at the instigation 
of Russia. Hence it is obvious that he would be unable to 
restore peace in the country, nor would any other sirdar 
be ahle to do so. The question is, what policy should the 
Government now pursue? It is useless to discuss the policy 
of annexation, as the Government has already decided not 
to annex the country. The treaty of Gandamak is not binding 
upon us. We heartily approve of the policy recommended 
by the Kabul correspondent of the London Times, The 
Government should rectify the North-Western frontier of 
India as it pleases; withdraw its troops from Afghanistan 
without appointing a new Amir, and post them along the 
frontier. In that case, after our withdrawal, either the 
Afghans would themselves appoint a new Amir to rule 
over them, or the different pretenders to the throne would 
fight with each other, and he who proved victorious in 
the end would ascend the throne. The Government can- 
not adopt a better policy than this in order that it may be 
able to keep aloof from Afghan politics in future. There 
is no use in entering into an engagement with Afghanistan 
to the effect that she will not intrigue with Russia against us, 
especially as the engagements of the Afghans cannot at all 
be relied upon. It would be sufficient to warn Russia thst 
any future attempt on her part to establish connection with 
Afghanistan would be looked upon by the British Govern 
ment as a declaration of war against the British l n 
We are convinced that she will never risk a struggie ¥* 
England. It will be remembered that a mere den 
the English Government was sufficient to compel Ann 
to give up nearly all the advantages which the zue e 
her arms in Turkey had secured to her. ae 
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As Sher Ali Khan has been appointed the ruler of Kan- 
dahar with the title of Wali, the British troops should be 
withdrawn from Kandahar. He should be able to maintain his 
authority by his own power. If he is unable to do so, it will 
be useless to keep a contingent of British troops at Kandahar 
for his assistance. There is no doubt that the retirement of 
our troops from Afghanistan, in accordance with the policy 
referred to above, will be followed by internecine quarrels, 
but ultimately one of the sirdars will acquire sovereignty over 
the whole country or the country will be split up into a 
number of small independent principalities. We will not in- 
terfere in the civil wars of Afghanistan, but will have only to 
guard our own frontier. The evacuation of Afghanistan with- 
out establishing a government at Kabul appears objectionable, 
on the ground that it will lead to a civil war; but it should 
be observed that a civil war is inevitable, and nothing can 
prevent it. We have inflicted severe punishment upon the 
Afghans, which they so well deserved, and which they will 
remember for many generations. 


The Ahsan-ul-Akhbar of the 10th June protests against 
the bestowal of the Amirship of Kabul 
upon Abdul Rahman Khan, on the 
ground that he is a friend of the Russians, and recommends 
the reinstatement of Yakub Khan. 


Afghan politics. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 11th June states :—In re- 
Khon, ard to the question who should be 

appointed Amir of Kabul, we have re- 
peatedly expressed our opinion that Masa Khan should be 
placed on the throne and a council of regency established to 
conduct the administration during his minority. We have: from 
the first been opposed to the appointment of Abdul Rahman. 
We have repeatedly pointed out that he is a friend , of 
Russia, The news recently received from Kabul supports 
our opinion. It has been discovered that Abdul Rahman has 


Abdul Rahman 
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a Ruseian Agent with him and is guided by his advice in all 

matters. To our thinking there must be several Riseian-offt- 

cers with bim. He has lived for many years under the pro- 

tection of the Russians and regularly received a pension from 

them. It is difficult to realize that he will now sever his con- - 
4 nection with them and make friends with us. Our British 
statesmen may repose faith in him, but we will never do so. His 
change of front is feigned. He ostensibly professes friendship 
with us, in order that he may be able to obtain the Amirship 
without bloodshed. We neither approved of ‘the declaration 
of war against Sher Ali, nor do we approve of the way in 
which attempts are at present being made to terminate it. It 
is not wise to give up the advantages which we have obtained 
at a large expense of money and blood, for the sake of a 
little more expense. When we waged war against Sher 
Ali because he welcomed a Russian mission to Kabul and 
refused to receive our mission, should we now place one 
on the throne who is a protége of Russia? Moreover, Abdul 
Rahman’s accession would not restore peace and order in 
the country. Weare convinced that if he were placed on the 
throne, the other pretenders would raise disturbances in the 
country as soon as our troops left Kabul. It may be 
urged that a contingent of British troops might be kept 
at Kabul to assist him in any emergency : but what is the 
use of placing an untrustworthy man on the throne and 
maintaining an army at the Afghan capital to assist him? 
We should bestow the Amirship on some sirdar other than 
Yakub Khan, who may be loved by the whole of the Aignes 


people. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


received this week from val a 
reassuring. Abdul Rahman | 2 oe 
probably learnt from some source or other that we are aaa 
ous to retire from Afghanistan as soon as possible. Aecord- 
ingly he thinks himself the master of the situation and wine’ 


Abdul Rahman Khan. 
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to dictate his own terms. If he is under the impression: that 
he alone is capable of restoring peace and order in the coun- 
try, and that consequently the Government will be compelled 
to accede to all his wishes, he will soon find himself much 
mistaken, and regret having foolishly lost the opportunity of 
acquiring the sovereignty of Afghanistan. It is simply 
impossible that he should be able to wrest the country from 
us by force. He has no money. He has lately extorted 
one lakh of rupees from the traders, but what can he do 
with such a small sum? We recommended the bestowal of 
the Amirship upon him in our last two issues because his 
first letter, addressed to the British officers at Kabul, was 
couched in very cordial terms. Now that he has assumed an 
air of independence, we should have nothing to do with him 
and appoint some one else Amir of Xabul. é 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Akhbdr-i-A’m of the 9th June states that the Maha- 
raja of Kashmir has established a 
Council to assist him in condacting 
the administration. Diwan Ant Ram has been appointed 
President of the Council, Babu Nilamber Secretary, -Vazir. 
Pannu Under-Secretary, and Mian Partab Singh, heir appa- 
rent to the throne, Ghulam Ali Shah, Diwan Janki Prasad, 
énd Vazir Shiva Sharan Members. The Council has been 


Kashmir. 


entrusted with full power to discuss all matters and intros. 


duce reforms. Whenever the Council wishes to consult the 
Maharaja on any subject he will personally attend the meet- 


ing. Moreover, he has sent for some men from Britsh India, 
with the permission of the Government, to improve the ad- 


ministration. We will give their names in our next issue. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th June urges that some Indian 
_Ttsimimion Glenn Wiemer should be sdmitted to the 
Legislative 6 * a a Legislative Council of India: 
the Mahammadan reformer, has already deen appointed 4 
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member of that Council. There are at present two Hindu 
reformers, viz., Babu Keshab Chandar Sen add Pandit Days 
Nand Saraswati. It appears from the address delivered by 
Babu Keshab Chandar Sen, at the last annual meeting of the 
Brahmo Somaj, that he has refrained from the luxuries of the 
table since he was fourteen years old. If he is a man of such 
a disposition, he will obviously not be willing to enter the 
Legislative Council. In these circumstances we hope that 
the Government will admit Pandit Daya Nand Saraswati to 
the Council. | 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 12th June states that those 
persons who commit petty thefts are 
generally flogged, and urges that this 
barbarous and cruel mode of punishment should be abolished. 


The following is an extract from the Jaipur Gazette of the 
9th June :— 


“One striking feature in Lord Lytton’s administration, 
Lord Lytton’s Indian we thought, when the Indian Bud- 
edministration. get was introduced, was the suc 
cess of his financial policy, but that even, at the ele- 
venth hour, has come to a crash and has proved moonshine. 
Ever since His Excellency’s arrival in this country, he had 
hardly any time allowed him to look after the internal works 
of peace in the country. He came out to India to carry out 
the spirited foreign policy of the home ministry, and, 25 
was inevitable, became involved in a foreign war, which he 
certainly carried on to the great satisfaction of the home 
authorities, and in a manner which served to maintain the 
prestige of England in Central Asis. Great was the d 
against the Afghan policy of Lord Beaconsfield and the scien- 
tific frontier he wanted to secure for the country, but-the 
Cabinet at home found a most pliant viceroy in the perem 
of Lord Lytton, ready to carry out their views at any} nd 
and they thus kindled a fire which it has not beeu te 
lot to see extinguished when it came to their turn to lay, 40% 


Flogging. 
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the reins of Government. The impression which His x- 
cellency Lord Lytton made on us at the time of the Delhi 
Assemblage inspired us with great hopes that so much gen- 
tleness, suavity of manner, and polished intellect would cer- 
tainly lead the country to great achievements in works of 
peace, and we did not for a moment think that all those good 
qualities would be overcast with clouds of a foreign war and 
be lost to the country. The eloquence of Lord Lytton, his 
chaste and flowing language, are still ringing in our ears, 
and we were always under the impression, from His Excel- 
lency’s public speeches, that whatever his critics might say 
about his Afghan policy, they would not be able to find any 
fault with the way in which he administered the finances 
of the country : but, alas! the bubble has burst, and an ugly 
hole has come to light, which has swallowed up the surplus 
shown in the Budget, and in its stead we find a large deficit 
owing to the war expenses having been underestimated.” 


The Aftdbi Panjdb of the 14th June complains that infan- 
The prevalence of in- ticide is very much in vogue among 
fanticide in the Panjéb. some tribes, such as Suddhu, Johdi, 
Sindhu, Gil, Delun, Dhaliwal, &o., in the Panjab, especially 
in Firozpur. If the boys and girls among them were counted 
the small proportion of the latter to the former would clearly 
prove the prevalence of this inhuman custom. It is surpris- 
ing that the Government has not yet adopted any effectual 
measures to check it. Marriages among the Hindus generally 
involve heavy expenditure, and this is the chief cause of the 
evil in question, The writer urges that the Gevernment 
should prohibit extravagant marriage expenses and adopt the 
following measures in order to check the evil :— | : 


(1) The chief lambardar in every village in which, thers 
are any suspected families should keep a register.in which 
he should enter the name of each woman who belongs:to any 
of those families as soon as she. becomes preguant, ‘The 
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tabsildar or the naib-tahsildar should nen the anne 
once a month. : 


(2) Each midwife should be wei to execute si 
to the effect that she will not procure an abortion and that 
she will report the name of every woman, as soon as she be- 
comes pregnant, to the lambardar. 


(3) No girl who is born dead or has died 2 8 her 
birth should be allowed to be buried until a e 
examination has been made. 


(4) All weak and sick girls should be sent by the 
lambardar to the doctor for treatment. If the cause of 
the weakness or sickness of any girl is found to be that she 
has not been well fed by her — the latter should be 
‘punished, . 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 15th June notices, 
The death of Mr. R. G. with deep regret, the death of Mr. 
r Joige of All R. G. Carrie, the District and Ses- 
garh. sions Judge of Aligarh; praises. him 
for his justice and courtesy towards the natives, and remar 
that his death is much regretted by the students of the Ma. 
hammadan Anglo-Oriental College with whom he used er 
at cricket. 


The Dabir- i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 12th oat on: at 


R authority of the Jaridi Rosgar ( 
of Mr. W. M. Thorburn, ras) of the 15th May, gives an 8e. 
a Assistant Callester, count of the alleged misconduct 
3 municipal com- Mr. W. M. Thorburn, Assistant ‘ bsg 
lector, Uaddapa, towards Mc mm 
Ibrahim, a respectable trader, honorary magistrate, . 
member of the municipal committee of Caddapa,. which ; 2 


follows: 
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him, who attendéd the meeting, left their shoes at a great 
distance from the carpet. But Muhammad Ibrahim, who 
did not like to walk bare-foot on the ground, went up to the 
carpet with his shoes on. He put off his shoes, however, 
before he set foot on the carpet. Mr. Thorburn, the President 
of the Committee, did not notice this at first; but at the 
time of departure, when he saw that Ibrahim had brought 
his shoes to the brink of the floor while the other native 
members had left theirs at a great distance from it, he be- 
came very angry with him, called a constable, and told him 
that he would at once send him to the prison. He even in- 
stituted a suit against him for contempt of the meeting, bat 
afterwards withdrew the suit. oT 


The Dabir-i-Hind then remarks that if this version of 
the story is correct, Muhammad Ibrahim was obviously 
disgraced very much by Mr. Thorburn. Such ‘acts as this 
on the part of Europeans not only prevent the growth 


of social intercourse between them and the natives, but 


create hatred and enmity between them. The higher authori- 
ties generally overlook the misconduct of their subordinate 
European officers towards the natives, and this greatly en- 
courages them. In our opinion, even if Muhammad Ibrahim 
had gone on the carpet with his shoes on, he would not have 
committed wrong. But he put off his shoes before he set 
foot on the carpet. He was, however, subjected to great 
dishonour by Mr. Thorburn. The natives are really deserving 
of such ill-treatment, They hate each other but cringe and 
fawn upon Europeans. If the Government considers the 
natives to be low and mean, why does it appoint them mem- 
bers of municipal committees, & , and pass rules and regula- 
tions for the protection of their honour? This. makes, them 
imagine that they are entitled to respect. If no bona 


were ever shown to them by the Government, they would 


have no feeling of self-réepect, and such un 
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The Rakbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 15th June urges that 
the Government should endeavour to 
put a stop to the use of obscene and 
indecent language by the people in 
public streets and thoroughfares. The ‘police, the municipal 
commissioners, honorary magistrates, &., should be ‘émpow- 
ered to arrest persohs who use obscene language, without 
a warrant. The use of indecent language is very common in 
this country. There are some wicked persons to be found in 
every town who, whenever they meet a beautiful woman or 
boy in a street, use obscene language. Hindu women are 
accustomed to sing very obscene songs in public streets and 
thoroughfares when there is a marriage in their families and 
on other occasions. 
The Akhbdr-i-Am of the 9th June quotes some extracts 
from the reply given by Lord Ripon 
th adrer of th al to the address presented to His Lord- 
— ship by the Corporation of Bombay 
on the 1st June, and remarks that His Lordship’s speech is 
obviously very simple and promising. We would have been 
jubilant over it, but unfortunately Lord Lytton’s conduct has 
made us suspicious. It was hitherto our firm ‘conviction 
that an Englishman’s acts did not differ from his words, 
But Lord Lytton’s ‘proceedings have shaken our belief and 
induced us to believe that there are Englishmen who ‘spe 
falsely and practice deceit. The British nation has done rigiit 
in recalling Lord Lytton who has lowered its prestige. We 
hope that our new viceroy will restore its ‘prestige ‘and re- 


move all doubts and suspicions which Lord Lytton’s policy 
has excited in our minds, 


The use of obsence lan- 
guage in public streets 
and thoroughfares. 


RAILWAY. 


The Anjuman-4-Panjdb of the 11th June 3 62 
The Sindh, lle and passengers on the Sindh, Panjéb wd 
a oe Delhi Railway are N o ye 
inconveniences from the following causes : 


« 41 ) 


(1) The carriages jolt much. The. carriages of the Bast 
Indian Railway are. altogether free from this evil. 


(2), The kel, at. the railway-stations generally do not 
perform their duties, with geal. Moreover, the writer lately 
saw that at some stations they had very old tumblers. which 
leaked ; at omg they had dirty earthen cups instead of tum- 
blers, and at some they had no vessels at all. The railway 
officials at every station should seo that all passengers are 
supplied with water who want it, apd provide the bhishtis 


with good tumblers or metal cups, 


(3) Tho bread and sweetmeats sold at the rail way-sta- 
tions by licensed viotuallers are not generally good. The 
railway officials should see to this. 


10041. 


The Promodh Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 14th June states 
The maniipa committee, that, at Amraoti, if any person does 
* not keep his premises clean he is sum- 
moned to. court by the magistrate and fined. It is very 
unjust to treat a person who offends against the sauitary 
rules as an ordinary criminal. The municipal committee 
of Amraoti should adopt the practice which is in vogue in 
Akola in regard to the ‘treatment of this class of offenders. 
When the premises of any person are dirty, he should be 


warned to clean them within a certain number of days. 


If he still fails to do this, it shonld be done by the municipal 
committee and the cost realized from him. 


The Dabtr-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 12th June, on the 


Munshi Gopal Ray, the authority of its Muttra correspondent, 


tahsildar of Muttra, complains that Munshi Gopal Ray, 
the tahsfldar of Muttra, much oppresses the people, and 
remarks that Mr. Plowden, the Commissioner of Mann, is 


well acquainted with his e. 


* > aS 


11 


The local correspondent of the same paper states that some 
The oper, assessment of time ago the Dabir-i-Hind complained. 
land revenue in Allshabed. of the over-asseasment of land revenue 
in Allahabad. The Collector called for reports from the tahall- 
dars in regard to the complaint: In order to ingratiate them- 
selves with him they have replied that the revenue is realized 
without diffculty. Had the revenue not been assessed with 
severity, lands would not have been transferred in such largo 
numbers since the last settlement. Saredun Singh, the zamin- 
dar of Badokra, Handia, lately reported the unsatisfactory 
condition of his mauza to the Board of Revenue. The Board 
admitted that the mauza was assessed with severity, and 
perhaps granted him some relief. Land is not cultivated st 
all in mauza Mai, Jhünsi, but still forty or fifty rupees are 
realized every year from the — zamindars on account of 
revenue. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 12th June, in its local news co- - 
lumn, complains that cholera has 
broken out in Lucknow, especially in 
Aminabad, and urges that measures should be immediately 
adopted to check the spread of the disease. 


The Sabhé Kapurthala of the 5th June (received on the 

13th idem), referring to the ekkas that 

The ellas that ply be- ’ | 

tween Jallandar 20 B ply between Jallandar and Kapurthala, 

= complains that the ekka drivers genet 
ally place six or seven passengers in each ekka. : 


Cholera in Lucknow. 
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